
TOP North Hosts Bi-Annual Scholastic Book Fair 

A  
BI-YEARLY DONOR  

NEWSLETTER   

A Special 
Thanks To The 
Following TOP 
NW Donors: 

 

¶ Lattner Family 

Foundation, Inc.  

 

¶ Priscilla & Gerald 

OôShaughnessy 

 

¶ Thomas Kirk  

 

¶ Buff Hukle 

 

¶ Cox Communica-

tions  

Third TOP School Opens at Evergreen Park 

The first day of classes for more 

than 80 students at the newest 

TOP School, TOP Northwest, be-

gan August 15th. The school is 

located at the corner of 25th and 

Arkansas, adjacent to Evergreen 

Park. 

 

For those who witnessed the con-

struction, it was reminiscent of an 

episode of  ñExtreme Home Make-

over.ò In actuality, con-

struction began in March 

and completed in August, 

all under the watchful di-

rection of Gib Compton 

of Compton Construc-

tion. 

 

ñCompton was the con-

tractor for the other two 

schools, so we had a lot 

of faith in him and his 

ability to get the job done 

on time and budget with-

out jeopardizing quality,ò 

said Chris Thomas, TOP CFO. 

 

When fully staffed, TOP North-

west will provide a high-quality 

early learning experience to 200 

children within the Hispanic com-

munity. 

 

Each of the three TOP schools, 

serve economically disadvan-

taged children ages one through 

five, and are state-of-the-art with 

11 classrooms, a learning studio 

(OWLS), a library, play therapy 

room, indoor play space, and out-

door playground. 

 

Children are taught and cared for 

by licensed and credentialed 

teachers who use research-based 

curriculum.  

 

With an onsite kitchen at each lo-

cation, children receive a nutri-

tious breakfast, lunch and snack 

each day.  
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Twice a year, TOP Schools host the Scholastic Book Fair with 
40% of the profits going back to the schools in the form of dollars 
for books.  
 
Sometimes, in order to raise additional funds for the fair, class-
rooms will do a ñchange warò to see which class can collect the 
most money. As part of the program, Scholastic matches every 
dollar earned with a book donation to three different non-profit 
charities.  
 
ñTOP North raised over $1,000 just in the change war,ò said Ms. 
Casey, assistant director at TOP North. ñThat means the chil-
dren, families and staff at TOP helped other children and families 
in need through the Marine Toys for Tots 
Foundation, Kids in Distressed Situations, 
Inc., and the Kids in Need Foundation with 
a donation of approximately 1,077 books.ò 
 
Total fair sales were in excess of $2,300.  



Musical Instrument 
Exploration at TOP 
South 

Enrollment Report 

Proficiency Scores Continue to Impress 

TOP  
Longitudinal 
Study Shows 
TOP Grads  
Succeeding 

Four years of data have 

now been  collected for 

the TOP/WSU Longitu-

dinal Study that will fol-

low TOP graduates 

throughout their school 

years and into adult-

hood. Four hundred 

and sixty three children 

are currently participat-

ing in the study. 

 

Pre- liminary 

re- sults for 

the 2010-

2011 school 

year indicate 

that most TOP gradu-

ates use social skills 

appropriately more than 

half the time  in kinder-

garten and by the time 

they are in fourth grade,  

70% or more of them 

use these skill more 

than 75% of the time.  

 

The final report, availa-

ble in the Fall, will show 

how TOP graduates 

compare against non-

TOP students on stand-

ardized math and read-

ing test scores, special 

education placements, 

disciplinary office visits, 

attendance rates, and 

grade retentions. 

the guitar.  

 

A couple of different 

guitars were brought 

into the classroom, an 

electric and an acous-

tic, and the children 

were asked what kinds 

of things they would 

like to learn about the 

instruments.  

 

Malikih said, ñI want to 

know why they are 

shaped like that.ò   

 

Every child had an an-

swer for her. 

 

It was Chelseaôs re-

sponse that spurred a 

guitar making  exercise 

though. She said, ñI 

donôt know but we 

could make one and 

find out.ò  

 

The children began  

sketching what they 

wanted their guitar to 

look like and explored 

different types of wood 

from which to make it. 

 

They then progressed 

through the steps of 

cutting, building, prob-

lem solving, re-

evaluating, and paint-

ing the guitar. They 

had to agree upon the 

size and thickness of 

the instrument, what 

they wanted it to look 

like and so much more.  

 

ñThey learned to share 

ideas and compromise 

with each other,ò said 

Ms. Tara.  

 

In the  end, the guitar 

turned out to be a huge 

success and the chil-

dren obtained hands- 

on knowledge.  

During the Fall and 

Spring of every year, 

TOP teachers adminis-

ter the  Pearson Early 

Learning Work Sam-

pling System assess-

ments (P-3 & P-4) to  

each three and four-

year-old. This has oc-

curred for the past five 

years and each year, 

TOP sees  phenome-

nal results in their stu-

dents, reflecting their 

readiness for kinder-

garten. 

 

The P-3 and P4s are 

continuous progress 

performance assess-

ments designed to de-

termine childrenôs 

knowledge, skills, be-

havior, and accom-

plishments across a 

variety of domains over 

a course of time, re-

sulting in a more accu-

rate assessment of a 

childôs abilities and per-

formance progress.  

 

The chart below shows 

the percentage of TOP 

2010-2011 Proficiency Outcomes 

students proficient in 

each of the listed do-

mains and the percent-

age of increase from 

the time assessments 

were given in the Fall 

until they were given in 

the Spring.  

 

All scores are verified 

by a third party consult-

ant. 

 

The Work Sampling 

System has been used 

in all 50 states. 

TOP Southôs Butterfly 

II classroom recently 

expressed an interest 

in musical instruments, 

putting into motion one 

of their most interesting 

explorations to date. 

 

Under the leadership 

of Ms. Stephanie and 

Ms. Tara, the children 

began singing songs 

and discussing differ-

ent musical instru-

ments. The first was a 

saxophone.  

 

ñThey got to touch, lis-

ten and play the sax,ò 

said Ms. Stephanie. 

ñAfter about two 

weeks, they were 

ready for a new instru-

ment.ò When asked 

what instrument they 

would like to learn 

about next, they took a 

vote and decided upon  

Children in the Butterfly II class-

room work in harmony as they 

learn about musical instruments 

INDICATOR  
MEASURED 

2010-2011  
PROFICIENCY 

PROFICIENCY 
GAIN 

Social Development 92% 36% 

Language and Literacy 85% 50% 

Mathematical Thinking 89% 64% 

Social Studies 89% 54% 

Scientific Thinking 90% 61% 

TOP NORTH 

Capacity:  200 

Enrollment:  155   

 

TOP SOUTH  

Capacity:  200 

Enrollment:  154 

 

TOP NORTHWEST 

Current Capacity:  86 

Enrollment:  86 

NAEYC 
Accreditation  
Review  
Completed 

During July, staff at TOP 

North and South under-

went a two day inspection 

by the National Associa-

tion  for the Education of 

Young Children (NAEYC). 

 

Since 1985, NAEYCôs na-

tional, voluntary accredita-

tion system has set profes-

sional standards for early 

childhood educations pro-

grams, helping families 

identify high-quality pro-

grams for their young chil-

dren.  

 

TOP South has been 

NAEYC accredited since 

2006 (re-accreditation is 

required every five years) 

and this is the first year 

TOP North has applied.  

 

Both schools are expected 

to qualify.  


